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The Current Situation 
 
Currently, for 70% of NYS school districts, state education aid remains below the level 
provided in 2008-09, while at the same time expectations for educational outcomes and 
accountability have increased dramatically with the adoption of the Common Core 
Learning Standards and the implementation of the Annual Professional Performance 
Review (APPR). To say that New York schools are being asked to do more with less is a 
gross understatement. 
 
Give our schools the aid needed to educate our students. This aid has already been 
promised to schools, but taken away through the Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA). 
Say “NO” to the GEA and “YES” to equal educational opportunities for all students. 
 
Our own local school districts are owed millions of dollars through the GEA! 
 

 Ulster County schools are owed $15.5 million. 

 Orange County schools are owed almost $28 million. 

 Sullivan County schools are owed almost $5 million. 
 
 
Governor Cuomo’s Position 

 
New York State is the front line in the battle to reclaim our schools. With our newly re-
elected governor, Andrew Cuomo, and his commitment to Break the “public monopoly” 
that is our public schools, we must be more vigilant, more united, and ready for the 
upcoming fight.  What is worse - Cuomo promises MORE testing, MORE evaluations 
tied to test scores, MORE de-funding of public schools and MORE privatization of our 
schools.  We must consider this an all-out assault on public education as we know it in 
the Empire State. 
 

 
 
 
 



What can We Do? 
 
Support the “Alliance to Reclaim our Schools”.  An unprecedented alliance of parent, 
youth, community and labor organizations representing over 7 million people 
nationwide that is fighting to reclaim the promise of public education as our nation’s 
gateway to a strong democracy and racial and economic justice. 
 
Parents, Teachers, Students, Labor, and Community Members who support public 
education must organize and fight against these threats to public education, and ensure 
that every student, no matter where they live in New York State get a quality education! 
 
 
 

What must happen? 
 

 $2 Billion in new funding to adequately and fairly fund our schools with a focus 
on getting the highest need districts what they need to improve their academic 
program. 

 

 $150 Million in Pre-K funding for districts who could not afford to apply for grant 
funding this year. 
 

 Fewer tests, and more support for educators. 
 

 Wrap-around services for social and emotional support for students and 
communities 

 
 
 


